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. . . But in view of my duties ... I was compelled to re-
press a beautiful gesture and remain in my ignominy."
Thanks to the devil, Ivan at last discovers the reasons for
his own atheism. Because of his desire to measure himself
against God, to do without God, to replace God, he refuses
the faith that pursues him. Here we find the theme of the
superman, the concept so dear to Dostoevsky: 'The human
mind will grow great, it will rise as high as satanic pride, and
this will be the era of deified mankind." But Ivan is not at
ease in his atheism. He hurls a cup of tea at the devil, "like a
woman." He drives out the devil, he drives himself out. For
it is difficult to deny a presence that one perceives inwardly
to be necessary. He is one of those who voluntarily take the
path to hell. He is sick with God. Will he die of this sickness?
Aliosha looks upon his brother with horror and pity and
in the end gently kisses his mouth, just as Christ kissed the
Grand Inquisitor. Such an answer is the only possible answer
of a Christian to an atheist. For he can oppose only love to
logic. Faith cannot be explained, cannot be imposed at order.
Myshldn, the idiot, says to Hippolyte, the unbeliever, "Go
your way, and forgive us our happiness."
"God will be victorious," thinks Aliosha. "Either Ivan will
be resurrected in the light of truth or he will succumb in
hatred." And he prays for his brother, because there is no
other way of saving him.
This tremendous book sums up not only Dostoevsky's ideas
but also his method. Nowhere does the author's shuttling be-
tween the fantastic and the real appear more clearly than in
The Brothers Kararwzov. The reader hardly thinks of the
setting. There is little information about the physical appear-
ance of the characters. To be sure, the elder Karamazov has